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his opponents: and the fear he expressed that
the Emperor and his friends in England would
try to spirit Mary across the sea to Flanders, where,
indeed, she might have been made a thorn in her
father's side, were perfectly well founded, and
these plans were at the time the gravest peril
that threatened Henry and England.1
Cruel,   therefore,   as   his   action   towards   his
daughter  may  seem,  it  was really  prompted by
pressing considerations of his own safety.    Apart
from this desire to keep Mary away from foreign
influence working against him through her mother,
Henry exhibited frequent  signs of tenderness to-
wards his elder daughter, much to Anne's dismay.
In May 1534, for instance, he sent her a gentle
message  to the  effect  that he  hoped  she  would
obey him, and that in such case her position would
be preserved.    But  the  girl was  proud and, not
unnaturally,  resentful,  and  sent  back  a haughty
answer to what she thought was an attempt to
entrap her.    To her foreign friends she said that
she believed her father meant to poison her, but
that she cared little.    She was sure of going to
heaven, and was only sorry for her mother.
In the meanwhile Anne's influence over the
King was weakening. She saw the gathering
clouds from all parts of Christendom ready to
launch their lightning upon her head, and ruin
upon England for her sake ; and her temper, never
good, became intolerable. Henry, having had his
way, was now face to face with the threaten-
ing consequences, and could ill brook snappish
1 See Chapuys1 many letters on the subject.